Life, Letters and Speeches (American Indian Lives)

George Copway (Kahgegagahbowh, 1818â€“69), an Ojibwe writer and lecturer, rose to
prominence in American literary, political, and social circles during the mid-nineteenth
century. His colorful, kaleidoscopic life took him from the tiny Ojibwe village of his youth to
the halls of state legislatures throughout the eastern United States and eventually overseas.
Copway converted to Methodism as a teenager and traveled throughout the Midwest as a
missionary, becoming a forceful and energetic spokesperson for temperance and the rights and
sovereignty of Indians, lecturing to large crowds in the United States and Europe, and
founding a newspaper devoted to Native issues.Â One of the first Native American
autobiographies, Life, Letters and Speeches chronicles Copways unique and often difficult
cultural journey, vividly portraying the freedom of his early childhood, the dramatic moment
of his spiritual awakening to Methodism, the rewards and frustrations of missionary work, his
desperate race home to warn of a pending Sioux attack, and the harrowing rescue of his son
from drowning.
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succeeded in obtaining a letter allowing the Paiutes to return to She once told an interviewer,
â€œI would rather be with my people, but not to live with them as they live.â€• And if her
speeches and writing did not make the changes she hoped.
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